Complex surveillance of Streptococcus pyogenes. II. Resistance in human blood and bactericidal activity receptors of field and collection streptococci.
A comparative study of a series of 31 epidemic streptococci and 36 collection M protein producers showed no statistically significant difference in their resistance in human blood. Even highly resistant field strains did not produce M protein (as the main bactericidal activity receptor) under laboratory conditions, however, although under natural conditions they left an anti-M response in the exposed population. Streptococcal resistance is not generally associated with M protein, but is influenced by another factor.